
Message Three 
 

Growing in the Divine Life 
for a Rich Entrance into the Eternal Kingdom 

 
Scripture Reading: 2 Pet. 1:5-11 

 
I. We need to experience the growth of the divine life so that we may have a rich 

entrance into the eternal kingdom – 2 Pet. 1:5-11. 
II. To supply virtue in faith is to develop virtue – the energy of the divine life issuing 

in vigorous action – in the exercise of the equally precious faith; this faith needs 
to be exercised so that the virtue of the divine life may be developed in the 
succeeding steps and reach maturity – v. 5a: 
A. Virtue needs the bountiful supply of the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

the knowledge which we should develop in our virtue includes the knowledge of 
God and of our Savior, the knowledge of God’s economy, the knowledge of what 
faith is, and the knowledge of the divine power, glory, virtue,  nature, and life – v. 
5b. 

B. Self-control is the exercise of control and restraint over one’s self in is passions, 
desires, and habits; such self-control needs to be exercised in knowledge for the 
proper growth in life – v. 6a. 

C. To exercise endurance is to bear with others and with circumstances – v. 6b. 
D. Godliness is a living that is like God and that expresses God – v. 6c. 
E. Brotherly love (philadelphia) is brotherly affection, a love characterized by delight 

and pleasure; in godliness, which is the expression of God, this love needs to be 
supplied for the brotherhood, for our testimony to the world, and for the bearing of 
fruit – v. 7a; 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; Gal. 6:10; John 13:34-35; 15:16-17. 

F. The ultimate development of the divine nature within us is love – agape, the Greek 
word used in the New Testament for the divine love, which God is in His nature – 
2 Pet. 1:7b; 1 John 4:8, 16: 
1. Our brotherly love needs to be developed further into a nobler and higher love 

– 2 Pet. 1:7b. 
2. In our enjoyment of the divine nature, we need to let the divine seed of the 

allotted faith develop to its consummation in the divine and nobler love – vv. 
5-7. 

3. When we partake of the divine nature to the uttermost, we are filled with God 
as love, and we become persons of love, even love itself – Eph. 3:19; Matt. 
5:48. 

G. To develop the spiritual virtues in the divine life and thus to advance in the growth 
of the divine life makes God’s calling and selection of us firm – 2 Pet. 1:10. 

III. We should be diligent to pursue the growth and development of the divine life and 
divine nature for a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom – vv. 10-11: 
A. The bountiful supply that we enjoy in the development of the divine life and divine 

nature (vv. 3-7) will bountifully supply us a rich entrance into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord. 



B. This supply will enable and qualify us to enter into the coming kingdom by all the 
riches of the divine life and divine nature as our excellent virtues (energy) unto the 
splendid glory of God – v.3; 1 Pet. 5:10. 

C. Apparently, it is we who enter into the eternal kingdom; actually, the entrance into 
the eternal kingdom is supplied to us richly through our growth in life and through 
the development of the divine life within us. 


